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W ith all that is happening in our country these clag, all that has been happening in

the past weeks Ieac]ing up to our June session, trying to ﬁgure out where to begin this

exercise has been hard and PairnCul, but 1 knew I had to find a way to start. When I was

able to Pu” mgsehc away
of helicopters ﬂging
died down, it was ncarly
intended or expectecl to
and my community have
Corona and Racism. As
suscePtible to both. |
because as | thought
gather information
things would haPPcn to
my progress. In March
addition to receiving
messages regarding the
Covid-19 or from Peop!e
okag during my time of

from the news, and the sound
around my neighborhoocl
two weeks later than when 1'd
begin. My attention, my time
been overrun bg the viruses:
a person of color, I am highlg
strugglecl to begin writing
about or tried to read and
about my topic avariety of
clisruPt the process and thus
the Phone began ringjng, in
numerous emails and text
latest information regarc]ing
trying to make sure | was

self-isolation after retuming

from the Seminarians of Color Conference in Washington D.C. All through April and
May my time was devoted to teaching on Zoom amid the continued texts and emails.
Throughout all of this time, | strugglec] to PU” rngsehC away from the television that was
Fcecling me information necessary for my and my Familg’s health and welfare. Then a
member of my communitg was murdered while the whole world watched. Now the Phone
ca”s, texts and emails have doubled and 1 have forced mgsehc to turn off the television. |
am angry and I feel helpless ~not HoPe!ess - but1do feel helplcss. | want to do
something to make a difference but what? How can | contribute to whg community, my
city, my church? Howdo 1 clemanc]justice with my mask on? How do I make my voice
heard through my mask without aPPearing to be a violent threat when on some level |
Probablg am one? What wi”justice look like for me? What wi”justice look like From me?
What does the Lord require of me? What does the Lord require of you? What does the
Lord require of Us?...
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| can hear the Proleet Mical'i, crging out, “what does the Lord require Oicgou, but
to Dojustice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?” 1. But that was
not an answer, that was a ques‘cion Posecl l)g the ProPliet. When 1 listened again, | heard
clesPair. Micah’s cries g0 out against the PeoPle’s Political and religious abuses of
power. The PeoPle had gotten comfortable and in their great comfort become blind to
the injustices in their society. How does a PeoPle reach a Place of such blindness that
tlieg do not know that the Lord rec]uires that tlieg Dojustice, not l)ejust but DO

justice?

A series of novellas l)g Giovanni Boccaccio titled “The Decameron” offers some
insiglit into how wealth and aclvantage can imPair PeoPle’s abilities to emPatliize with the
l18rClSl’1iPS of others. 2 “The Decameron” details events of the Black Death, which when
contracted could lead to death within four to seven clags. The Black Death killed from
Fortg to ﬁ1ct9 percent of EuroPe’s Population, inclucling some members of Boccaccio’s
Familg. He l)egins l)g clescriljing how the rich secluded themselves in their homes
stocked with qualitg wines, Provisions, music and other entertainment. The very
wealthiest retreated to their countrgsicle estates, leaving the middle class or poor to
ﬁglit for their lives and in many instances die in the neiglwl)orl'ioocls from which tlweg
could not flee.

“The Decameron”, after cletailing the events of the Plague, continues with a
series of 100 stories narrated l)g ten of the nobles who fled. The forward l)egan with
the Proverl) , “Itis inlierentlg human to show Pitﬂ to those who are afflicted”, but goes on
to present a variety of characters slwarPlg indifferent to the Pain of others. Boccaccio’s
goal with these novellas seems to have been to make us aware that we can sometimes
think of ourselves as uPstancling and moral and yet be unaware of our indifference to
others.

We, in this country, all live with some Portion of Privilege as Americans and as
Christians. The cl'iallenge is to not become indifferent. We must remember that there is
aforce greater than any Privilege, that force is death. Death is a neutralizer. Altliouglw
Privilege does not allow for escape from death in the sense of Pligsicallg clging, it should

also dissolved in the waters of our BaPtism. ISaPtisrn allows us all to share citizensliiP in

I Micah 6:8, NRSV

2 McKinley, Kathryn, “How the Rich Reacted to the Bubonic Plague Has Eerie Similarities to
Today’s Pandemic” The Conversation April 16, 2020 accessed June 4, 2020
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the Covenant, membership in Christ, and reclemption bg God> Just a the Pa” covers the
casket, and covers Privilege, so do the waters of our Baptism. We all die the same death
to sin and we are all cleansed, Forgivcn, resurrected and acloptecl into the same gamilg,
the household of God. We must also allow the waters to clear our vision so that we
recognize the value in all of God’s children. Colorblindness is not a virtue, it is a means to
ignore the value of all of our differences, to ignore all of the varied gimcts and talents that
live in the cliversitg of the |<ingclom of God. Not everyone has the Privilegc of
colorblindness.* Paul, in Galatians, reminds us that as we were baPtized into Christ we
were clothed in Christ. Thereis no longer Jew or Greek, there is no !onger slave or
free.... For we are all one in Christ Jesus and therefore heirs accorcling to the Promise. 5
Paul is not suggesting that we are the same, but that we are ONE in Christ.

Micah’s question was rhetorical because he knew that somewhere cleep inside the
People knew what theg should do. The Prophct sought to remind them and to warn
them of the need for change and for action. The cries of Micah were to action, the cries
of Micah were to DOjustice. In the sgnoptic GosPcls the lawyer or scribe asked Jesus
must he do to inherit eternal life. Jesus told him, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as 3oursel1c.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer;
do this, and you will live.”¢ From this statement in our GosPels, we come to understand

justice as the consequence and expression of love.7 Having to love all of your neighbors
as yoursehC will lead to some level of discomfort. For some it will be the discomfort of not
trusting that motives are sincere. For some it will the the discomfort of seeinggoursehc
through alens other than your own and then acknowleclging what may have been
unconscious behaviors ancl/ or attitudes.8

We can not afford to continue to avoid this P!ace of discomfort because it is

through the exPeriencc of this discomfort that growth haPPcns. Strugg|es such as this

3 BCP Catechism, Holy Baptism p. 858

4 Halstead, John, Contributor “The Real Reason White People Say ‘All Lives Matter’ -The Problem With
“Colorblindness” ” Huffpost, July 25, 2016 updated July 26, 2017 acceded June 4, 2020

5 Galatians 3: 27-29, NRSV

6 Luke 10:27-28, NRSV

7 Sedgwick, Timothy The Christina Moral Life: Practices of Piety (Church Publishing 2008) p. 95
8 Halstead, John “ The Real Reason”
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lead to new life. We must choose to struggle together against injustice and not against
one another. We must wade through our troubled bap‘cismal waters togcther. We must
become vulnerable to one another, wi”ing to move begoncl the boundaries of our
comfort zone. We must engage one another with a listcning ear, an ear wi”ing to hear
and aclmowleclge one another’s truth, realizing that we are not the same, but we are one.
Changc is Cha”enging, the struggle is real but, Change and struggle we must and | would
offer that if we allow ourselves to be Changccl and if we dor’t run away from the strugglc,
the irjustice of the Plague of racism that is seeldng to divide us as a nation and devour

our country, we will clojustice together. This is what the lord requires of Us.



